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Gaited Pleasure

S.H.O.W. rules 6-B (Show Pleasure) will apply with the following exceptions.
This class is open to all gaited horse breeds.

Braids are optional for this class.

Open Shoeing of the horse is allowed.

A rest period not to exceed 10 minutes will be allowed for the last work off.
Horse is to be shown at a walk and favorite gait. Horse will enter the arena at a
walk.

English or western equipment may be used.

The class will be judged on the performance and conformation of the horse at the
discretion of the judge

The wearing of hats is optional for the ladies; the wearing of hats is mandatory for
men.

One or both hands may be used on the reins.

Gaited horses will not be asked to back.

Beginning the 2005 State Show a DQP will be used to check all gaited horses
prior to being shown in their class.

Bits with shanks in excess of 9 % in length are prohibited. Shanks are measured
from the very top of the metal to the very bottom of the medal including the rings
to which the cheeks and reins are attached. See bit diagram.

Time outs will be governed by S.H.O.W. rule F-10 (SHOW Rule Book Judges
Section)

Required Gaits for Gaited Pleasure:

a. Flat Walk (Walk): The flat walk should be bold and four-cornered with
an evenly timed 1-2-3-4 beat. In the flat walk the horse should break at the
knees, reaching and pulling with the front legs with that movement
originating from the shoulder. The horse should have impulsion and
exhibit stride and drive with the hind legs. There should be no wringing or
twisting of the hocks, nor any excessive hock action. The horse should
demonstrate a loose way of going with plenty of motion. Over stride is
important but should be in accord with the conformation and length of the
back and legs of the horse. A horse with a good flat walk will naturally
have a straight, up and down head motion timed with the overall rhythm of
the walk.

b. Running Walk (Favorite Gait): The running walk has the same beat or
evenly timed footfall (1-2-3-4) as the flat walk but is much smoother with
greater stride, rhythm and natural motion. The increased rear leg stride and
increased reach in the shoulder create this smoother ride and propel the
horse at a faster speed without changing the cadence of the leg motion. As
with the flat walk, the horse will naturally have a straight up and down
vertical head motion timed with the overall rhythm of the running walk. A
correctly performed running walk is truly a gait of ease, producing a
clearly heard and easily counted 4-beat tempo.

S.H.O.W. rules 3-D (General Requirements and Equipment for Horses) will
apply, except rule number 5; no communication devices may be used.
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Slow Gaited Pleasure

S.H.O.W. rules 5-D (Amateur County Pleasure) will apply with the following
exceptions.

Riders must use western tack only, and the rider may use two hands.

This class is open to all gaited horse breeds.

Open shoeing is allowed and shoes will be steel-to-toe (flat shod). Horses will be
shod with one steel shoe with the frog disposed.

Horse is to be shown at a walk and favorite gait. Horses will enter the arena at a
walk.

The horse must display a walk and a smooth, easy, comfortable intermediate gait
with excessive speed in the intermediate gait (favorite gait) to be penalized. The
horse should be the type of horse that would be taken out for a relaxing ride on a
country road or trail.

Dress will be western, with exhibitors expected to present themselves in a
professional manner.

No cavesons or nosebands of any kind will be permitted.

Horses in Slow Gaited will not be asked to back.

Any standard horse bit may be used, except for gag bit with no shanks.

Bits with shanks in excess of 9 % in length are prohibited. Shanks are measured
from the very top of the metal to the very bottom of the medal including the rings
to which the cheeks and reins are attached. See bit diagram.

Required Gaits for Slow Gaited Pleasure:

a. Walk: This is a true trail walk with a loose rein and no appearance of
strain on the part of the horse or rider. The appearance should be that of a
pleasure riding horse that is relaxed, content and manageable.

b. Favorite Gait: This gait is to be performed at moderate speed and can be
a variation of any saddle horse gait with no preference given to any
particular gait over another. The gait should be consistent and balanced
and should appear easy and comfortable to ride.

c. Excessive speed is not a desired trait and should be penalized. Manners
are paramount in this division. Horses should stand quietly. Positive credit
will be given to horses that display such qualities as responsiveness,
steadiness, manners and traveling on a loose rein.

S.H.O.W. rules 5-B: 1-10 (General Rules for all Flat Shod Entries) will apply.
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